The Mind Project's Virtual Anthropology Lab

Data Analysis Worksheet

Introduction:

You are now ready to perform an analysis of the field data you’ve collected.  You will also interpret color term data collected by other researchers.  Specifically, data is available for the following languages:


	Language
	Country
	Continent

	Dani
	New Guinea
	Oceania

	Konkomba
	Ghana
	Africa

	Ejagam
	Cameroon
	Africa

	Tucano
	Columbia
	South America

	Colorado
	Ecuador
	South America

	Mam (Mayan)
	Guatemala
	Mesoamerica

	Slave
	Northwest Territories, Canada
	North America

	Garama
	Australia
	Oceania

	English
	United States
	North America

	Japanese
	Japan
	Asia


Data for each language was taken from individual informants, and of course the sample is too small to reflect the whole world, but we will assume for this exercise that the data is indeed representative.  In actuality, this is not a bad assumption; several hundred studies support the data presented in this lab.

Exercises:
Below you will find a number of exercises that you are to perform.  Write your answers in the space provided -- you may hand write them or type them.  Bring this complete document – with all of your answers to class next period and hand it in.  You may write on the backs of the pages if you need extra space. 
Exercise #1: The “Berlin & Kay Rules”
Below are eight of the “rules” (generalizations) that Berlin and Kay identified as constraining the development of color terms within particular cultures.  Below, for each of the stated rules, say whether the empirical data that you had access to (i.e., the 10 languages on the virtual computer) confirms or disconfirms or is neutral with respect to the TRUTH of that claim.  Then explain what data (for which languages?) and what it is ABOUT the data that supports your claim about the truth or falsity of the statement.  
1. All languages have terms for “black” and “white.” 

ANSWER



2. If a language has three basic color terms, they are, roughly:
White, Black, and Red.

ANSWER


3. Generally, if a language has four basic color terms, they will be:
White, Black, Red, and either Green or Yellow 

ANSWER


4. If a language has five basic color terms, they will be:
White, Black, Red, Green AND Yellow

ANSWER


5. If a language has six basic color terms, they will be:
White, Black, Red, Green, Yellow and Blue

ANSWER


6. If a language has seven basic color terms, they will be:
White, Black, Red, Green, Yellow, Blue and Brown

ANSWER


7. If a language has eight or more basic color terms, they will be:
White, Black, Red, Green, Yellow, Blue, Brown and Purple, Pink, or Orange in any order.  That is, a language’s eighth basic color term may be Purple, Pink, or Orange.  Its ninth term will be one of the remaining two, and its tenth term will be whichever term is remaining.

ANSWER


8. The color term, Grey, can appear anywhere – it is a wild card. 
ANSWER


Exercise #2: Focal Colors
At the computer desk, where you studied the color data from 10 different cultures, you were shown information about all of the color chips named by a specific color term and you were told which color chip the informant picked as the “focal color” – that is the best, most exemplary example of that color.  Go back and review the focal colors for color in each language.  Are they always consistent with the color categories that Berlin and Kay assign to those color terms?  (That is, for a particular color in a particular language, if Berlin & Kay label a non-English color term as a “blue” term, is the focal color always what WE would call a shade of blue?)  Explain what the data shows.  Berlin and Kay do not give much weight to the “focal color” in determining what English color category to assign to a non-English color term.  Do you think their decision to down-play the focal colors is a reasonable one?  Explain Why?  [Write your answer on the BACK of this page.]
Exercise #3: Berlin-Kay vs. Sapir-Whorf

You have now spent a fair amount of time with the color data.  Berlin-Kay support a “universalist” position because they see universal principles that govern which color terms a culture will have, once it is determined how many color terms they have.  Do you think that the Berlin and Kay have a pretty strong case to support their view, given the data that you have seen?  (Be specific.  If you think they have a strong case, explain why it is strong and how it refutes Sapir-Whorf.  If you think their case is weak, explain why you think it is weak and why it is consistent with the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis.)
Exercise #4: Objectivism vs. Relativism

In the beginning of Chapter 1 of the Virtual Anthropology Lab Handbook you were introduced to a general dispute that was characterized by the two extremes of “the priority of reality” and “the priority of language”.  Some people might think that it is quite misleading to equate the “universalism vs. relativism” dispute about color terms in the second half of that chapter with the “objectivism (priority of reality) vs. relativism (priority of language)” in the first half of the chapters.  If you think they are fundamentally a debate about the same thing, explain the essential features that they have in common.  If you think there are important differences in the two debates, explain precisely what it is that distinguishes the debate about color terms from the general debate between realism/objectivism and relativism.
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